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BROWNFIELDS BASICS

A Brownfield, as defined by the EPA, is an 
“abandoned, idled, or under-used 
industrial or commercial property with 
real or perceived environmental 
contamination.”

Not a superfund site. Superfund sites are 
regulated under CERCLA and have high 
levels of contamination – usually placed 
on the National Priorities List (NPL).
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BROWNFIELDS BASICS

Key Component to using Brownfield Funding:

Someone must be interested in redeveloping the site 
as an income-producing property

Examples:

Commercial

Industrial

Rental Housing
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Eligibility Requirements for Funding: 

Site Characteristics:

Abandoned or Underutilized 
Property

Take Measures to Prevent further 
Contamination at the Site

Not a Superfund Site

No Viable Responsible Party 

Proposed Redevelopment

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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Eligibility Requirements for Funding: 

Applicant Categories:

1. Prospective Purchaser

2. Innocent Landowner 
(contamination came from off-site)

3. Current Owner performed Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment  
prior to purchase

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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Investigation:

1)  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(ESA) 

2) Phase II ESA

Clean-up:

1. Site Reuse and Cleanup Plans

2. Remediation

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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1) Phase I ESA: Research Report

Research the site’s past history and 
current use to indentify any 
“recognized environmental concerns” 
(RECs; a potential source of 
contamination). 

Generally includes:
Historical information such as old aerial 

photos, Sanborn maps, various permits;
Interviews with people familiar with the 

history of the site (owner, neighbors, previous 
workers, etc.); 
Walking the site and taking photos. 

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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BROWNFIELDS BASICS

1) Phase I ESA: 

• For Brownfield site, the Phase I ESA must 
meet EPA’s All Appropriate Inquiries (AAI) 
standard (ASTM E1527-05). Environmental 
Assessments performed for a bank are 
not generally as extensive as an AAI 
Phase I ESA.

• Requires access to the site.  

• Generally takes 30-60 days.
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2)  Phase II ESA:  Sampling

Collect soil, water and/or air 
samples and Analyze them for 
various hazardous substances 
based on the environmental 
concerns identified in the Phase 
I ESA.

The goal of a Phase II ESA is to determine if 
contamination is or is not present, and if it is, 
to determine the source, nature and extent.

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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BROWNFIELDS BASICS

3) Site Reuse Plan:  Conceptual plan of the 
proposed redevelopment 

• Proposed type of redevelopment (residential, 
commercial, industrial) affects the cleanup 
plan

• Structures can also act as institutional 
controls



City of Lake Charles Brownfields

BROWNFIELDS BASICS

3) Site Cleanup Plan:

A Site Cleanup Plan details the necessary 
cleanup actions to meet LDEQ approved 
cleanup standards. 

The Site Cleanup Plan is also called:

Remedial Action Plan (RAP)

Remedial Action Work Plan (RAW)

Voluntary Cleanup Plan
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4)  Remediation: Addressing Contamination

Remediation is reducing exposure to 
contamination at the site as detailed in the 
Remedial Action Plan. Remediation can include:

•Institutional Controls (for example, capping 
contamination with a parking lot)

•Treating contamination on-site or in situ (in 
the ground)

•Removing the contamination from the site.

BROWNFIELDS BASICS
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1)  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
Research report

Grants available through CLC’s Brownfield Program

2)  Phase II ESA 
Collect and analyze samples

Grants available through CLC’s Brownfield Program

3)  Site Cleanup/Reuse Plans & 4) Remediation

Address contamination

Funding available through: LDEQ’s Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund,
USEPA’s Brownfield Cleanup Grants,

City of Lake Charles Revolving Loan Fund Coalition Grant
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FUNDING OPTIONS: INVESTIGATION

Grants for Environmental Investigations

are available through:

City of Lake Charles Brownfields Program 
(for projects in North Lake Charles, 
Downtown Area, and Along Broad Street 
Corridor and North of Broad Street.  

Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality: 
Brownfield & Voluntary Remediation 
Program
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FUNDING OPTIONS: remediation

Funding Options for Remediation 
include:

• EPA Cleanup Grants (competitive 
competition)

• City of LAKE CHARLES Brownfields Cleanup 
Revolving Loan Fund (for projects within 
the city limits)

• LDEQ Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan 
Fund
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Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan 
Fund (BCRLF). The purpose of the pilot is 
to enable States, political subdivisions, 
and Indian tribes to make low interest 
loans to carryout cleanup activities 

at brownfields properties.

FUNDING OPTIONS: revolving loan 
fund
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Funding and Support for 
Brownfields Development

2010

CITY OF LAKE CHARLES 
BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM
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Technical assistance

Provides:: 

Phase I & II  ESA

Cleanup Grants

Revolving Loan Funding

Provides: 

Cleanup Grants

Revolving Loan Funding

mission is to promote a broad range 
of Brownfields-related objectives and 
initiatives, community outreach and 
education.

http://www.epa.gov/
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Examples of brownfields 
projects in city of lake charles
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DeRousseau Site: 820 Broad Street

Vacant Lot 
The project has leveraged 
$550,000 in investment and 
build-out, increasing the tax 
revenue from $422 per year to a 
projected $4000. Fifteen jobs 
were created during the 
construction phase, and 10-15 
permanent full-time jobs are 
anticipated for the retail bakery 
sales.
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Lake Charles New Transit Center: Ryan Street
Blighted Property 
This Brownfields project has leveraged over 
$4 .2 million in government grants for 
renovation and future occupancy by the 
City’s Transit Division.    This blighted 
property will furnish the citizens of Lake 
Charles a state of the art new transit facility 
that will supply a central location for the 
transit system as well as provide  public 
services in the future by 40-50 full time 
employees. 
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Sears & Roebuck retail store
Brownfields project

Starting in 2005 thru 2008, the City 
of Lake Charles leveraged 
approximately $665,000 in grants 
from USEPA, USACE, and LRA for the 
demolition, removal of approx. 1400 
cf of soil contamination located 
under the foundation, 5300 square 
feet of asbestos containing building 
materials.

Future Development

Unknown at this time. Interested parties 
include 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals.
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BrownfieldsBrownfields

Building for the Building for the 
FutureFuture



Doug BurguieresDoug Burguieres
Brownfields DirectorBrownfields Director

Ron FossettRon Fossett
brownfields  program Managerbrownfields  program Manager

Tim meadorTim meador
quality assurance managerquality assurance manager

brownfields@cityoflc.usbrownfields@cityoflc.us..

mailto:brownfields@cityoflc.us
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